Aaron,
 
We have consulted with the state Division of Air Quality and have been working on logistical issues related to the public hearing.  Below are the answers to the questions you raised on the phone last week, along with some other details.  Please let me know if you have any additional questions.  At this point, we have not set a date for the public hearing, we are still waiting for additional details from the applicant related to the application, and our review is not complete.  My best guess is that the hearing will be some time after Feb. 15th.  There will be 30 days public notice prior to the date of the hearing.
 
· When the announcement goes out for the hearing (at least 30 days prior) copies of the application, review, and draft permit will be available for public review.
· The purpose of the hearing is to provide interested citizens the opportunity to comment on the proposed issuance of the air permit.  We will take comments at the hearing (oral and written).  There will be no cross examination or responses to comments during the hearing.  Staff is available to answer questions at other times (before or after the hearing).
· Participants will be allowed to speak up to three minutes, but the hearing officer will have discretion to reduce speaking times if it is necessary to accommodate the number of speakers.  All speakers will be asked to sign in and will be called in the order in which they are signed in.  We will not allow longer time periods for group representatives.  For oral presentation exceeding 3 minutes, presenters are strongly encouraged to submit written copies of their presentation.  Written comments can be submitted at the hearing, by mail, or email during the comment period.  Written and oral comments will be included in the hearing record.
· We will summarize comments and draft proposed responses for our board’s consideration prior to making a decision on whether to issue the permit.
· With regards to referencing previous testimony by the doctor that you mentioned, you can submit written comments and reference that testimony and then include the relevant pages.  We ask that you be specific about what page and paragraph you are referencing in the document that contains the testimony, or just include the relevant pages.
· Our Attorney is Jim Siemens.  We are not planning to use Mr. Siemens for this hearing.  If you have questions about protocol, it would be best to talk to me or our Director, David Brigman. 
· The hearing is intended as a forum where we take comments relevant to air quality issues only, and only relevant air quality comments will be considered in the recommendation to the board.  The only focus of this hearing is the presentation of comments related to the air permit and the applicability of Air Quality regulations.
· By law, the WNCRAQA must review permits for compliance with air quality regulations. The agency has no authority over zoning, land use or where a company decides to locate a facility. Local governments are responsible for regulating land use. More information about other air quality issues can be found at the WNCRAQA Web site, www.wncairquality.org.
 
Thanks,
Ashley
 
Ashley Featherstone
Engineering Supervisor
WNC Regional Air Quality Agency
49 Mount Carmel Road
Asheville, NC 28806
Phone:  828.250.6778
Fax:  828.255.5226
http://www.wncairquality.org 
 

